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THE RELIGION OF THE MO HEX JO DAKO PEOPLE 
ACCORDING TO THE INSCRIPTIONS 
INTRODUCTION 

Sir John Marshall in his work on Ufohenfo Daro and On 
Indus Civilisation devotee ono full chapter lo the Religion of that 
early nation which he describee after interpreting some images, 
»:nls, earrings and eigna discovered In the cities of Mohenjo Daro 
and Harappe. Nevertheless. ho could not bare any certainty about 
his statements. Everything waa goes? work, for no written 
document was deciphered aa yet, which would reveal the religious 
boliofs of those ancient people. 

New after ha vine deciphered shove one thousand and 
eight hundred inscriptions of themo discovered xt Mohenjo Darn, 
Harappa nnd other sites in Sind and even in Mesopotamia, we are 
able to outline the main tenets of their faith with great certainty 
and sometimes with a richness of details which cculd never be 
expected from these short epigraphs. 

To oomnuniente this to the sobolarly world, anxious to know 
the oontente of chose inscriptions, is the purpose of this paper.* • 



1. In an article on I.igU -n Aa Ufaionfo Kan Kiddle, contributed to tin 
A'iw Aiiei, July, lUSe, pp. 1-19, I idv*nredscn« interesting points 
in connoaion with the dcdphtrartoit of thtoe inceptions, x work In 
which I *m engaged since EepUmlcr, 1935. It to not my pcrpxc to 
dioclMt the philological basis of my decipherment at priscnk This 
will be done « length in my work on Tie Pr*o- Indian S:rijl a*i 
0t«Huttoa, which I hope to publish xhorily. 
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I 

THE SUPREME BEING 

In the course o 1 my decipherment I found several inscrip- 



tions with the sign 






which is evidently a man. Ac- 



cordingly it was read of which is the word for man in Dravidian 
languages. Yet as the work was going on a few inscriptions were 
found in which Of, “ man", was apparently not the proper value 
of that sign. This disappointment led me to examine the corre- 
sponding signs more carefully and minutely, and this study 
revealed to me a slight but clear differenca between 'two kinds of 
signs, which wero all vnluod at in my Qm attempt- This 
difference consists in the fact that while one sign Ijos the arms 
and legs boldly separated from the trunk as if the perron were 



* 



in an exultant mood, thus A ; ‘he other sign has Its limbs 

falling limply along the body, giving the impression of a lifeless 
body, thns: ^ . If the former is compared with tho rococo 

sculptures of the 18th oentury, the latter maybe compared with 
the Gothic statues of tho 12th and 13th centuries. Then carefully 
revising the contents of the inscriptions themselves, I finally came 



to the conclusion that means " man”. while 

for a being superior to mac, vis., god. But since in these in- 
scriptions there is already a sign for sod, vh. birfavuj (with 



it 



stands 



four arms) which seems to be a generic mime, it follows that our 
sign ^ must signify the supreme god. What would be the 



proper phonetic value of this Eignthon? That was a difficult 
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point, for the Dravidians at present do not seem to remember any 
ancient name given to the supremo God. 

First of all, it ia to be noticed that among the signs of the 
Mokenjo Daro script there are families of signs, within which 
families, as all the sign* have a similar appearance, so also their 
phonetic value varies very little by the introduction or suppression 
or Change of one consonant or vowel sound. 1 Now these 



two 



k- i 



, being so similar as to be easily 



confused as explained above, must belong to the same family 
and therefore one reading < 21 , the other must also read In a 
similar way. 

Tills being presupposed I studied the main characteristics or 
attributes* of this supreme God according to the inscriptions in order 
to find a word which would ho both full of meaning and descriptive. 
From a number of inscriptions in which this sign was found 
I picked up two, one of which apparently gives the essential des- 
cription of God, while the other shows his position in relation with 
the other beings of the Univcnt. The former wag the following : 

Squirt 

Thl3 inscription reads as follows: Iruvan-aJu hm mtnanir, t-f. 
"the horn playing Mmaa of ono who exists".' Now once the 
horn play ora in religions festivals are, oven today, servants of tbs 
temple, “ one who exists” must bo an idea that is only referable to 
God. Iruvan must have been a name of God and indeed God is 
the only being who really exist*, for u the metaphysicians explain 
he exists by himself, while all the other beings exist by another 
who is God, vis., they have not in themselves the reason of their 
existence. 8 

1. Cf. H.TM, Writ M iht MfAnjt Dm> RWU, op. til., p. IS. 
s. Marshall, M. D., No. flO. 

3. Thus when htcou uiod (Sod, after the latter lied ■'lit him to 
Egypt to uve hi*, biotiirai : “If they ihould any to me : what Is bis 
name t What shall I say to them f“, God replied to him : “You will 
tell them: I am who am." <Exed., Ill, 13-14) Even tbs phrase 
W4saw-an ef the dutndcw* Vpoiatad, which Is now interpreted in a 
pantheistic wear, b-vl apparently no other meaning in the beginning 
than the moinias o? cor irmitpeJou, that rerarie the high idea of 
Gcc that the people of Mofatnjo Daro bac. Cf. Johanna. 7ht ZepU e/ 
tU JTiiit, 1 023. February, p. 3. 





d 
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The other Inscription referred to abovu is as follows : 

*U)*)K 

which reads thus; Koit ella katfaivl-adti ... (the dots at. tho ocd of 
the inscription murk tho word corresponding to the sign which we 
lire now studying}, ». «. " The supremo God of nil the Gods of tho 
temple ", 1 This cpigmph show* that in reality this sign refers to 
a Being which is superior to ull the other coda and consequently 
above the whole Universe. 

Tho name, therefore, of this Supreme God must be one 
revealing these two ideas : tuptricrily and telj-iulsittanct. In 
all the Dinvidian dictionorioa there is only one word that would 
embody thorn, and this word is op, which might be properly 
translated "Supreme Being”. This word, besides, complies with 
the other requirements spoken of above, via., to be similar to &} : 
and at the same time on being the male termination of liouna, 
suggests the umle shape whloh ia given to God in llie images and 
in the imwiplions.* 

Now the Supreme Being above everything Is the Lord of the 
whole Universe, and, therefore, everything may he referred to him 
with a relation o£ pc® real on. Thus the IcacriptlonH toll os : 

1. "The Supreme Being of all th6 gods of tho fields that 

makes peace.* 

2. “ The Supreme Being of the successful dark growing moon 1 '. 4 

3. "The Supreme Being of tho rain cloud3 of the Fish”.* 

4. “ The Supremo Being of the clouds of man".’ 

5. “ The Supremo Being of tho Mlnsa’.' 

6. " The Supreme Boing of the Minas who have tho sun on 

high ". 9 

1. Photo, M. D-, 1M9-2S. No. 4741. 

B. The prewnt writer it of opinion tbit lh«« Proto-Indian jeopl*, 
migpi'daB vertwarde in a Inter period, nettled in Southern Mesopotamia 
tod became the Sumer ion «. a omLmticm which will he proved at length 
iu the work mentioned abort-. Now the Supreme God of the Sumcriniu 
In tbo pr e-halo ri: times ie A(L 

3. Manhall, M. D, No. 79. 

4. Photo, M. D, 192S-29, No. 4671. 

5. Marshall, M I), No. SM. 

«. Ihui, M. D.. PI. OXYf, No. 7. 

7. ItoL. 11.. No. 234. 

8. '4vL, M_ D. No. 109. It appear* that the Mlnaa— in Samalijta literature 
celled Mateyi!— formed the main bulk of the people o! Mohenjo 
D*ro city. 




